
  

 

Volume 25 Issue 6                                                                                      June  2025 

From the Pastor’s Study 

EMMANUEL NEWS 
Sunday School and Adult Bible Study: 9:00 am (Sept-May)                Divine Service:  Sundays at 10:00 am  
             
        

This month is the anniversary of my twentieth year in the ministry.  That number just blows my 
mind.  How can it be twenty years already?  My journey actually started four years before that when I 
dragged my wife and infant daughter the 1200 miles from Colorado Springs to Fort Wayne, Indiana to 
begin taking a summer session of Greek.  Enrolling at the seminary was something I had thought about 
off and on in high school and college, but there was always something that changed my mind.  I 
suppose I could lament the lost years of ministry because of my delay.  I can’t do that because God 
used my experiences to form me and prepare me and my family for when the time was right.  Being a 
pastor isn’t easy, and yet, I wouldn’t exchange it for anything. 

It's also possible that God was giving me a peek into my future when I chose my confirmation verse 
of Matthew 28:18-20: Jesus said to [the disciples], “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   

Out of curiosity I did some calculations, and the numbers surprised me.  Over twenty years I’ve 
conducted: 

51 baptisms, 
89 funerals for Emmanuel members (among these are 17 couples), 
39 funerals for others, 
One funeral for a family member (the first and last), 
Funerals for 3 accidental deaths and 2 suicides, 
16 weddings, 11 of which were Emmanuel members,  
71 confirmations (10 of whom were not from Emmanuel), 
54 percent of confirmed students who rarely or never returned to church following confirmation 

(the most heartbreaking statistic of my ministry), 
240 newsletter articles (there have been a few reruns however),  
860 (give or take) Sunday and midweek sermons at Emmanuel. 

                                                                                Continued on page 2……. 
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Continued from page 1...   

    This last number really blew my mind.  Add to it the number of sermons I delivered on vicarage, 
in churches during seminary, and the ones at my first call, it’s well over 1000 sermons.  That’s a ton of 
paper!  Some of these sermons were excellent, some were poor, and the rest were somewhere in 
between.  The one thing they have all had in common was Jesus.  My goal since the day I was ordained 
was to preach Jesus.  Saint Paul sums up my ministry perfectly: “And I, when I came to you, brothers, 
did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to 
know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.  And I was with you in weakness and 
in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, 
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God” (1 Corinthians 2:1-5). 

I’ve been blessed to serve you all these years and I have no doubt that I will continue to be blessed 
until the Lord sends me somewhere else.  Emmanuel is a wonderful congregation, and I praise God for 
all of you and my time here.  Your love and support mean more than you will ever know and will never 
be forgotten. 

Finally (but what should’ve been firstly), I wouldn’t be a pastor if not for Jennifer and Becca.  
They’ve sacrificed much so I can do God’s work.  I can’t possibly thank them enough for their love, 
understanding, and support.  I don’t deserve them, and I thank God for them every day.  I also thank 
God that He called me to be a pastor, for He is the one who equips me as I serve as His worker.  

I pray God will continue to bless Emmanuel as we walk as brothers and sisters in Christ. 

In Christ,  

Mary & Martha Meeting Minutes 

Mary & Martha met May 15th with 9 in attendance. Minutes and finanical reports were approved.  Wel-
comed new member Paula Addison. 

Old Business:  

• Discussed Spring Rally-62 attended 

• Discussed Adopt a Can –collected 28 gallon cans, plus 6 donated by 3rd & Main Market 

New Business: 

• Group to tie quilts June 9th at 9am with potluck 

• Guest Breakfast-June 12th at Judy Kramers 

• If interested in July trip, call Karen Van Meveren or Joyce Bettin 

• Group voted to donate $200to church beautification project. 

Closed with Lords Prayer and table Prayer        

Submitted by Pam Wollesen 



3 

 

Council Meeting Minutes May 15, 2025 
Pastor opened meeting with prayer. Secretary read and approved. 

Treasurer/Financial Report: $1166 paid to have carpet cleaned, used Thrivent Funds to cover cost. 
Visual Edge report for copier was discussed. It was moved and approved. 

Elders' Report: no new business 

Evangelism Committee: next meeting July to discuss Water Carnival 

Trustees" Report: will hold off on fertilizing/spraying due to recent seeding 

Pastor's Report: Pastor was asked to do a house blessing.. Correction to VBS dates which are now 
6/23 - 6/27. Adult Confirmation to be scheduled soon. 

Old Business: none 

New Business: rec'd quote for $2500 to cut down tree in Pastor's yard 

Closed the meeting with the Lord's Prayer. 

Deanna Cole - Council Secretary 

   I want to thank all who designated their Thrivent Choice dollars to 
Emmanuel.  Your generosity enables Emmanuel to continue to work for 
God's glory.    

  I used to receive a list of donors from Thrivent, but that report hasn't 
been provided for several years.  So while I can't thank you personally, 
please don't doubt how much I appreciate the financial support you give 

Emmanuel.     

Of course, this doesn't apply only to Thrivent choice dollars, I praise God for the year-round 
generosity of Emmanuel's members and guests. 

Word of the month: Righteous/Righteousness 

There are two kinds of righteousness.  The first kind, alien righteousness, refers to righteousness that 
comes from outside of us.  Alien righteousness is synonymous with justification by faith.  Through faith 
in Christ, therefore, Christ’s righteousness (His holiness and perfection) becomes our righteousness 
and all that he has becomes ours.  Paul says, “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith 
for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17) This righteousness, then, is 
given to us in baptism and whenever we are truly repentant.  
 
The second kind of righteousness, proper righteousness, is how we live as people who’ve been made 
righteous by doing good works and fighting our sinful nature.  Paul says, “Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.”  This is also seen in our meekness and 
respect that we show God. 
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Daughters of Emmanual Meeting May 28th  

The DOEs met May 28th in the Fellowship Hall with 8 members in attendance.  Megan Drost was our 
hostess.  Pastor led a bible study on Strength in Christ.  Minutes and fincials were read and approved.  

Anniversaries:  Lucas & Kalyn Johns on May 24th. 

Old Business: Rally went well and was well attended.   

The nursing homes were excited about our donations.   

Landscaping is going well. 

New Business:  VBS sign ups are out. 

DOEs picnic outing scheduled for Aug 14th at 6pm.  Meet at the bay and bring a snackle box to swap.  

Chicken Dinner will be August 24th. 

Offering and mites collected. 

Closed with Lords Prayer. 

Submitted by Helga Gross, Secretary 

Zip! Zap! Zoom! Can you BEE-lieve it’s almost time 
for VBS? We’re getting ready for a return trip to 

Planet Zoom & everyone is invited! 
 

Date:  June 23 ~ 27, 2025 
 

Time:  9:00 ~ 11:00ish a.m. 
 

Agenda: To share with everyone the joy of BEE-ing  
BEE-lievers in Christ! 

 We’re so excited to bring back one of our most enjoyed VBS programs 
and share the Gospel with a new group of youngsters, Please mark your 
calendars now to help, since we need everyone to help ZOOM 

through this week of fun, stories and fellowship! 
 

Watch your bulletins for news. Sign-ups for supplies 
are available soon in the fellowship hall!  

BEE ready for a great time! 
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It’s June and you know what that means… 
It’s time for VBS!!! 

We are taking a return trip to Planet Zoom where we will have a  spec-
tacular time with our little BEE-lievers! But as usual, we can’t do this 
without your help! In the fellowship hall, there are sign up sheets for 

snack supplies but more importantly, for our volunteers. We need 
many hands to pull of VBS each year. There are lots of ways you can 
help and BIG NEWS—none of them involve teaching! Whew! Pastor 

handles that part. We just need hands that are willing to guide groups 
from each site to the next (this might include helping younger groups 
with filling in handouts or assisting with snack time), working in our 

kitchen, leading or assisting with music, leading our game time, or just 
being an extra set of helping hands wherever you are needed. Teens 
are welcome to assist in every site and can be assistants to our adult 
group leaders (especially our young groups, extra hands are ALWAYS 
needed).  Please, please, PLEASE prayerfully considering helping our 
VBS program. We see & share Jesus with kids from many  different 

areas and this is what God has called us to do, to spread the Gospel to 
all. You don’t need special skills (other than maybe a little patience, 

LOL)  or talents—just a love of Christ and a love for children. 
And don’t forget—invite any children you know who will be here for 
VBS week. Obviously, your own children & grandchildren, but also 
consider asking neighbors, friends, children you see at the park or  
playground. VBS is open to all! 

 
If you have any questions at all, 

please see Pastor, Jennifer or  
Helga (our Zoom-tastic VBS direc-

tor). 
Thank you for your willingness to 

help make our VBS fabulous! 

Graduation Follow-Up 
First, a belated Congratulations to 
Carson Rudd, who joined the ESC 

Graduating Class of 2025. We’re very 
sorry we missed you in our May  

edition! 
 

Second, please be aware that we 
draw our information from our past 
Confirmation classes. If you came to 

Emmanuel after you were confirmed, 
or if you have taken an alternate 

route with your schooling, which has 
you graduating early, please let us 

know! We don’t want to miss  
celebrating with you (or your  

children/grandchildren). 
 

Lastly, if your child/grandchild is  
celebrating a graduation of any sort 
(high school, college, post-graduate, 
trade school, vocational school, etc.), 

please let us know! Our children & 
young adults not only deserve the 

congratulations, but they also deserve 
our prayers as they head out to their 

next steps! 

Summer is a great time of year...it’s warmer, everything is green & blooming, 
things slow down (usually) and there’s ice cream! It’s also a great time to make 

time for family devotions. The great thing about talking about Jesus and 
spending time in the Word, is that you can do it anywhere! You can share 
stories around a campfire, you can talk about Jesus’ miracles while you’re 

swimming or out on the boat, you can compete with your siblings (or spouse) 
to see who can name the books of the Bible the fastest (and/or most 

accurately). There are tons of ways to keep God forefront in your lives, even 
during the summer months! It’s a relaxing time without the pressures of school 

& those related activities, so spend some time with Jesus today! 
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Serving in God’s House 

Mailing Address:   P.O. Box 260,  Lake View, IA 51450 
Physical Address: 115 Second Street, Lake View, IA 
51450 
Church Office: 712-657-3324 
Email: lakeviewemmanuel@outlook.com  
Online: lakeviewemmanuel.com  

Contact Us 

Anniversaries 

Jim & Kathy Carroll              07  51yrs 

Ross & Tami Moeller           10   36yrs 

Wayne & Donna Smidt        11  58yrs 

Pastor & Jennifer Peterson 17  30yrs 

Ben & Melissa Wallace        22  12yrs 

James & Phyllis Leitz           25  53yrs 

Chuck & Pam Wollsesen     25  58yrs 

Bill & Christina Caton         27   5yrs 

  Birthdays                                                 

Name                                         Date                                           

Lance Peters   01 

Tammy Peters  01 

Donna Smidt   02 

Ryli Racobs   03 

Vicky Fagerland  04 

Tawna Gross   04 

Courtney Schreck  05 

Faye Rohrbeck  08 

Angelina Huegerich  10 

Tom Reaman   11 

Jaxon Carroll   12 

Jerry Kruse   13 

LuAnn Norris  15 

Emilee Barnhart  17 

Kristen Drost   25 

Liz Drost   25 

Mark Auen   30 

Paula Addison  30  

Elders: 
June 1:      Craig Wallace (606)584-3221 
June 8:      Marlin Johnson (712-210-0879 
June 15:    Lyle Tegels (712)830-7151  

June 22:    Dave Woltman (712) 660-3532  

June 29:    Craig Wallace (606)584-3221 
 
Acolytes: 
June 1:       Katie Ryan and Kalee Jenkins 
June 8:       Brynn Boeckman and Kayla Kotz 
June 15:     Kylee Rudd 
June 22:     Talon Graff and Ryder Siebrecht 
Jume 29:    Carter Huegerich and Konnor Snider 
 
Counters:       
June 1:       Kalyn Johnson, Brigit Frank, Karen Van Meveren 
June 8:       Judy Miller, Dale & Lynda Wiebers 
June 15:     Amber Hadden, Julie Reaman 
June 22:     Kalyn Johnson, Brigit Frank, Karen Van Meveren 
June 29:     Judy Miller, Dale & Lynda Wiebers 
          
Greeters: 

June 1:      Wes & Kim Drost 

June 8:      Tom & Julie Reaman 

June 15:    Dale & Lynda Wiebers 

June 22:    Charles & Pam Wollesen 

June 29:      Judy Kramer & Wuanita Tegels 

If  your birthday or anniversary is not on 
our list, please contact the church office so 
we can add you to our list. 


