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My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

One of the recurring themes during the Covid-19 shutdowns is loss, and not just the loss of 
life (which is bad, regardless of the cause).  If you flick on the TV, scroll through Facebook, or 
talk to your neighbors, you’ll find someone suffering a loss.  People lost pay, jobs, and 
businesses.  High school students lost spring sports, a timely graduation ceremony, and possibly 
prom.  Children lost time with their friends at the playground.  The unemployed lost a thriving 
economy with plenty of job opportunities.  Those living in nursing homes lost contact with their 
children and grandchildren.  There are those who lost important social interaction with friends 
and co-workers.  Emmanuel lost the confirmation reception, the end of Sunday school, two 
months of Bible class, Vacation Bible School, and two months of in-person worship.  I’m also 
afraid members of Emmanuel have lost a connection with one another, and I’ve lost important 
time with you (more on that below).  The list goes on and on.   

 
In times of loss we need something to hold on to; something that can never be lost.  Asaph, 

the author of Psalm 78, calls on the people to remember how God has worked and will 
continue to work in this world. He writes, “I will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we 
have heard and known, that our fathers have told us. We will not hide them from their 
children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and His might, and 
the wonders that He has done” (Psalm 78:2-4).  Asaph then proceeds to recount how God 
continually took care of the Israelites during their forty years of desert wandering, even when 
they didn’t deserve it.  Asaph reminds his hearers that God is known by what He’s done in the 
past, and His actions, which clearly reveal His love and grace, show how He’ll work in the future.  

 
In the current situation, it’s easy to focus on the losses that are right in front of our eyes; 

they’re painful and disappointing.  There’s nothing wrong with mourning what you’ve lost!  
When you’re struggling with losses, I remind you to think about the great things God has done 
for you.  God has sustained us with plentiful blessings, He has carried us through difficult times, 
He’s granted us healing before, and He’s used our experiences to draw us closer to Himself.  
Just as importantly, He will use the current epidemic for His glory.  Most of all, He gave us His 
Son, so we know He loves us and will sustain us. As Saint Paul says, “What then shall we say to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son but 
gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?” (Romans 
8:31-32) We trust Him to get us through this current situation because He’s done so much 
already for us.  This is a promise that He makes to each one of you. 

 



If you find yourself struggling, give those struggles to the Lord and know that He will 
sustain you with the peace He alone can give.  God gave His only Son to die for you, and this is 
His promise that no matter what happens in this life, you will never lose eternal life, the 
forgiveness of sins, and His undying love.  His love was seen in the past, we can see it now, and 
we believe that we will see it in the future. 

 
I mentioned above that I’m worried we’re losing contact with each other.  We haven’t 

been together to share our struggles and worries and so many of you are going it alone.  Many 
have told me that they’re afraid, so I know there are many more of you out there who are 
dealing with it privately.  It is here I owe you all a sincere apology.  I believed that the shutdown 
couldn’t last more than a month, and suddenly it’s been two months.  I’ve been encouraging 
you to contact me if you want to visit or have communion, but I realize now that I should’ve 
been calling you instead.  This is my first epidemic, and I haven’t handled the pastoral care part 
of it well at all, and for that I’m sorry.  
 

Starting Monday, if you’re not at church on Sunday, I’ll call you to set up a time to visit and 
bring communion.  If you don’t feel comfortable with a visit, that’s okay.  We’ll just talk on the 
phone.  We’re sanitizing the church and you can come anytime for a private service with me in 
the sanctuary (I’ll wear a mask and only get close for communion).  One note: I may not get to 
all of you in one week so sit tight and I’ll try to get to you the next week. 
 

If you don’t want to wait for me to contact you, a call will bump you to the top of the list.  
 

Finally, I challenge you to reach out to other Emmanuel members.  Call the family before or 
after your name in the directory.  Pick a family at random and send a note.  We’re the Body of 
Christ, let us strengthen one another in this trying time.  When we listen, pray, and encourage 
one another, we’ll see how God works, even in trying times.   

 
In the name of the Risen Christ, 
 
 
 
Pastor 

 


